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A CATALYST FOR CONSTITUTION REFORM IN T&T
The Constitution Reform Forum (CRF), serves as a catalyst for constitution reform in Trinidad
and Tobago. Formed in April 2001, the CRF is a citizens’ forum, enabling participants to engage
in discussions encompassing various current political and constitutional issues.
The CRF’s objectives include:
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•

Educating citizens on issues pertaining to the Constitution.

•

Stimulating debate about the need for constitution reform.

Issues of Interest:

•

Facilitating a process by which civil society, if so persuaded, can articulate specific proposals
for the reform of the Constitution.

• The People’s Manifesto on

•

Engaging in advocacy activities for the said reforms to be implemented.

Constitutional Reform
• Local Government Reform
• The State of Emergency

In order to achieve these objectives the CRF holds monthly meetings, various seminars, conferences and other events, and through the publication of media releases, all of which serve as a
means of informing citizens of issues affecting their day to day lives.

• Parliamentary Representation
• Restructuring of the CRF

Working Committee
The workings of the CRF are guided by the Working Committee which currently comprises the
following persons:
Frank Clarke

•

David Abdulah

•

Frank Clarke

•

Olabisi Kuboni

•

David De Merieux

•
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Activities of the CRF
The Constitution Reform Forum (CRF) celebrated its 10th Anniversary in 2010 a period over
which we have facilitated discussion and debate on Constitution Reform by all strata of society.
It is our objective that all citizens have an input into what their constitution should be in order
that we have a people’s constitution, from the people by the people and for the people.
The CRF’s Mission is to serve as a catalyst to achieve this goal.
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Reform in Trinidad and Tobago”

In 2011, the CRF hosted three events that have contributed to that achievement. These were:

The Dennis Pantin Discussion Series
•

•

February 5, 2011 - “Can a coalition government succeed in Trinidad & Tobago”
Speaker: Sunity Maharaj-Best of the Lloyd Best Institute of the West Indies,
Venue: Institute of International Relations, UWI, St. Augustine
June 11, 2011 - “Parliamentary representation: what the people should expect of their MPs”
Speakers: Clyde Weatherhead, Deborah Moore-Miggins and Lennox Sankersingh
Venue: SALISES Conference Room, UWI St. Augustine

The Republic Day Forum
•

Sunity Maharaj-Best

Deborah
Moore-Miggins

September 24, 2011 - “Republic Day Forum”
Speakers: Lennox Sankersingh and Michael Harris
Venue: Cipriani College of Labour and Co-operative Studies

Clyde Weatherhead

The Republic Day Forum is an annual event whereas the other events form part of
“The Dennis Pantin Discussion Series on Good Governance and Constitution
Reform” named after one of the CRF’s founding members who passed away in 2010.
Each of these events are held as a result of the kind support of the venue owners and
other willing organizations that seek to minimize the costs attached to hosting the
events. All our presenters participate without remuneration and the events are held
free of charge to the general public.

Continuing Work

Michael Harris

Lennox
Sankersingh

In 2012, the CRF intends to continue the Dennis Pantin Education series as well as
the annual Republic Day event in the hope that more of these events can be hosted.
Given the encouraging support from citizens who attend as well as the media in
covering the events, we believe that we should seek financial support to ensure that
these events continue. In particular, as far as possible, we video tape each event and
make it available on our website to build a library of information related to
constitution reform matters. This is a significant cost to the CRF but critical to the
store of knowledge that is made available to the public.

Proposed Funding Mechanisms for the CRF

Participants at the 2011 Republic Day forum

The CRF will embark on various mechanisms to obtain funds, as highlighted below:
•
•
•

Membership drive – The CRF will re-introduce our membership dues of TT$ 100 per person, paid annually.
Dues can be paid at any of our events held during the year.
Corporate sponsorship – The CRF will accept corporate sponsorship for any aspect of our activities, e.g. video taping of
events, administration expenses, venue costs associated with our events.
Persons wishing to contribute to the CRF can do so at Republic Bank, UWI Branch - AC# 160117409201

For further information on our fund raising efforts, or if you require any other information regarding the Constitution Reform Forum
please visit our website www.crforumtt.org, or contact us at:

Mailing Address: P.O. Bag 155, UWI Post Office, St. Augustine

Email: crforumtt@gmail.com

