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August 9, 2013 

 
MEDIA RELEASE – NO POSTPONEMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 

The CRF views with deep concern the recent announcement by the Prime Minister 
and political leader of the UNC that councillors in her party were asking that the 
local government elections be postponed. While this was not a proposal by the 
Prime Minister herself, we note that she still considered it important enough to 
bring it to the attention of the national population.  
 
We are of the view that this proposal should not be entertained as this is a clear 
example of the political party seeking to manipulate the electoral process in its 
own narrow interest.  For several weeks the Prime Minister has been telling the 
country that her government would adhere to the constitutional requirement to 
call the election by the end of October. Then in a single marathon meeting of top 
party officials she appears to be willing to throw that commitment out the door. 
The Prime Minister needs to be careful that she does not appear to equate the 
voice of desperate party activists with the voice of the people. 
 
We also note that one of the reasons for recommending the postponement is that 
the country is currently engaged in the constitution reform process. However if, as 
the Prime Minister has said on previous occasions, a constitution is a social 
contract between the government and its people, this arbitrary act could only 
serve to undermine the spirit of that contract and more importantly the openness 
and mutual trust that the people have come to expect of the reform process. 
 
The CRF is strongly recommending that no attempt should be made to postpone 
the elections. 
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